THE  FIRST  STUARTS  AND   PARLIAMENT
the officer who had drawn up the articles against
him. One of the most active promoters of the
impeachment was John Eliot, who although he was
only two years Hampden's senior already shared with
John Pym the leadership of the opposition against
the Court in the House of Commons. A man of
great purity of character, his high-minded patriotism
was now put to a severe test. He had been on terms
of friendship with Buckingham and was reluctant to
accept evidence of the minister's corrupt or, as many
said, treasonable practices. Once he was convinced,
however, Eliot set all personal feelings aside in the
performance of what he now conceived to be a public
duty, and attacked Buckingham with the full force of
his grave ability. It was in an atmosphere heavy
with augury that he declared to an intent House,
* Our honour is ruined, our ships are sunk, our men
perished, not by the enemy, not by chance, but by
those we trust.5 Everyone knew that Buckingham was
aimed at. The Minister with a bold front said that
he cared not if they named him, but he was no fool
and he knew how strongly the tide was moving. The
articles presented against him were wide in their
scope. He was accused of the sale of offices and the
reservation of many of the most lucrative to himself, of
purchasing others for his private emolument at the
expense of the State, of neglecting his duty as
admiral, 'whereby pirates infested our coasts, and
trade decayed,' of the theft of goods and jewels to
the value of twenty thousand pounds from the ship
Peter while in the port of Newhaven, of extorting
large sums of money from merchantmen under
threat of withholding their papers, of * embezzling
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